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A STRANGE SERMON, 
Continued from page 78 
For there is one God ;”—1. Tim. 2. 5, 


Itake in for granted, the hearer is con- 

vinced, that there is but one God, and that his 
goodness consists in producing the greatest pos- 
sible sum of happiness to his dependent crea- 
tures. It is proper for the present, that I should 
omit any endeavors to account for the intro- 
duction of moral and natural evil into the 
world, as that subject may be considered with 
greater advantage to the hearer, after having 
duly examined the doctrine of the text. I 
shall now, therefore, proceed to consider the 
two attributes of Deity which in a particular 
manner claim our prayerful attention, to wit, 
justice and mercy. 
“ would be 4 indirect insult to my hearers, 
to spend one moment of time in attempting to 
prove, that God is just and mercjfal ; for all 
assent without hesitation to the fact. My ia- 
bors therefore shall be directed by the inquiry, 
in what does justice and mercy consist? And 
first, we will consider the justice of God. 

On a right understanding of this part of our 
general subject much depends. No person 
well skilled in the affairs relating to human na- 
ture, can’ deny the fact, that our ideas of the 
government of God have a direct influence up- 
on our conduct in life. Hence we need only 
ask of any man his opinion of the character of 
his Deity, to know whether he himself is ¢ruel 
or merciful—compassionate or malevolent.— 
For in the first instance he attributes to his Su- 
preme Being some certain perfections, and im- 
mediately begins to mould his own character 
into a conformity to that of his God. Hence 
as far as my knowledge of human nature ex- 
tends, I find, that where the idea prevails, that 
God is revengeful, his worshipers are so ; where- 
ever a partial and malignant being is worship- 
ed, the worshipers are proportionably so; and 
wherever false and dishonorable notions of the 
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justice of God are entertained, mankind are un- 
just and cruel, These remarks apply to all 
nations and periods of time, frora the beginni 
ofthe world to the present day. Go ask the 
widow who immolates herself upon the funeral 
pile ofher hushand a reason for her conduct? She 
will tell you that her God requires the sacrifice. 
Go ask the fanatick why he torments himself ? 
His. God is angry !— 

When we take a retrospective view of the 
bloody transactions, of even the christian world, 
the same rule may be applied. Under mista- 
ken nations of the divine character and gov- 
ernment, even christians have imbrued their 
hands in the blood of supposed heretics. This 
is no fiction. Itis a disgraceful fact. 

The faithful page of history stands blacken- 
ed by the record of unparalleled cruelties 
which have been committed by professing 
christians,—the pen has recorded these facts, 
and they stand as an evidence of the falibility 
of mortals, to warn us of the awful consequence 
of neglecting to obtain a knowledge of God! 
What, let me ask induced our honest ancestors, 
to bore the tongues and stretch the necks of 
their fellow-beings ? We cannot say in justiee 
to them and to ourselves, that their hearts, by 
nature, were harder than our own. But they 
committed outrages against heaven and every 
law of nature and consanguinity. Why did 
they doit? Their God was cruel! 

How important is it, then, for us to under- 
stand these matters, All our notions of evil 
government, as well as that of our families ; all 
our conceptions of justice, let our sincerity be 
as it may, will, most assuredly be built 
up on the —. justice of the object of 
our worship. I say, therefore, that our subject 
is tmportant, and worthy of our candid consid- 
eration, without a single prejudice to prevent 
us in our endeavors to know the truth. 

In what, then, does the justice ef God con- 
sist?—Answer. It consists in an equitable ad- 
ministration of punishment upon all wilful of- 
fenders against his law or commands ; and in 
a distribution of a righteous recompence of re- 
ward to all those who cheerfully comply with 
his requirements. Thus I have answered the 

uestion, but we have not yet advanced a step 

m our starting place. Should I leave my 
subject here, I might, possibly, recieve a share 
of honor with those who possess the faculty of 
leaving off where they begin. But I shall run 
the nsk of forfeiting any title to “ soundness of 
faith,” by taking reason and common sense 
for my guide and entering into a farther con- 
sideration of this subject. ..First, then I shail 
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institute the inquiry, what is an equitable ad- 
ministration of punishment ? 

We might answer this inquiry by saying that 
an equitable administration ef punishment con- 
sists in punishing the sinner as much as he de- 
serves, But then, some one might wish to 
know how much the sinner deserves? This 
question must be answered in a satisfactory 
manner, before we can proceed with our gene- 
ral subject. I will proceed, then, to answer it. 


I believe it is a truth generally accredited | 
by christians, that, mankind are to be punished | 


“according to their deeds.” This is plainly 
declared in the scriptures If it bea truth, 
then the fact is established, that punishment is 
to be proportionate to the sins we commit. So 
that the conclusion is apparently irresistable, 
that he who sins little shall be beaten with few 
stripes, and that, he who sins much shall be 
beaten with many stripes. If there was a sin- 
gle word in the bible, which could by any just 
rule of interpretation be explained to mean 
otherwise, I would enter into a defence of the 
fact that all punishment is proportionate to the 
demerit of the one puaished. But from the’ 
continual declarations of these who say most 
about the awful puvishment which awaits the 
wicked, I conclude, that, they hold to the pre- 
mises now laid down; and however much a 
logical deduction may disagree with their senti- 
ments, I imagine, that all parties will subscribe 
to the doctrine of Christ, expressed in the 
words“ every ian shall receive according to 


the deeds done in the body whether they are 
good or bad,” 
Nor will my christian hearers presume to 


say, tat, there are no degrees in crime. For 
such an idea if suffered to pervade society, 
would subvert order, and destroy, root and 
branch, every correct principle of law and e- 
guity between man and man, What would be 
the consequence were our state or national le- 
gislatures to enact laws to punish all criminals 
alike, without regarding any degrees of crimin- 
ality ? The consequence would be an entire 
subversion of our government. It will never 
do to punish aman who robs our orchards as 
severely as the one who murders his wife.— 
And all that ever has, or ever will be said, in 
favor of disproportionate punishment, will nev- 
er convince mankind of its utility, For we 
find a principle directly its opposite established 
in the very nature of things. If therefore, the 
impartial testimony, of all those wise legisla- 
tors, whose genius, and ‘learning, and wisdom 
have adorned our capitals and exalted our na- 
tion may be cited to prove the truth of any 
proposition, I have in my own hands, the best 
human testimony to show that there are degrees 
in crime and must be degrees in punishment. | 
But it may be asked, why does the speaker 
labor to prove the truth of a proposition which 
is admitted by all, in the every-day conduct, 
conversation, and opinion ofthe world? I an- 
swer: The doctrine at which I design to direct 
a charitable blow, is raised upon the sup- 
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posed fact, that sin is infinite, and therefore de- 
serves an infinite punishment. Any one who 
has arrived to years of discretion, will at once 
discover, that, if sin be in fact infinite, one crime 
is as great as another, and deserves as great 
punishment. This, then, would strike a fatal 
blow at the very root of moral, civil, and reli- 
gious government, and introduce anarchy and 
confusion into the world. For who does not 
know, that a nice sense of the degrees of moral 
virtue and vice, is indispensible among men, in 
erder to enable us to discharge our respective 
duties, and to punish equitably the wicked, and 
reward the righteous? If it be true in a reli- 
gious, it is equally so in a moral point of view, 
that sin is infinite; and if it is true in any 
sense, it is so in all cases, Therefore whenever 
our wise legislators are fully convinced of the 
fact (or the supposed fact) that sin is infinite, 
they are bound to act upon that principle and 
enact but one law, and affix but one penalty to 
it, for the punishment of all the variety of 
guilt. 

But we are in no danger from this quarter, 
For although ministers may teach it, and man- 
kind hear it, and wise men profess to believe 
it, yet the notion, that sin is infinite in its na- 
ture, will never have any othor effect, than to 
convince mankind that the makers of creeds 
are but fallible beings. For although throngh 
a desire to be popular some may endeavor to 
stifle the operations of reason, yet in due time; 
they will be compelled to admit, that, such dog- 
mas is neither more nor less, than the legitimate 
child of ignorance begotten by the ‘ mystery 
of iniquity !” 

If sin be infinite, it cannot admit of any de- 
grees of comparison, Hence on this supposi- 
tion nothing would be more improper than for 
me to say, “ My neighbor A is somewhat sin- 
ful because he breaks the Sabbath, and my 
neighbor B is very wicked because he steals 
my horse and murders my friend ;”—but | | 
should say, there is no difference in their guilt; 
—they are both equally guilty, for both are 
guilty of committing an infinite sin, But men 
will, notwithstanding the burdens which have 
been laid upon their shoulders by their teach- 
ers, in every case in life, under all moral cit- 
cumstances, reject, to every intentand purpose 
the notion that sin is infinite. But let me ask, 
from what source have men derived this n0- 
tion? Not from the bible, I venture to say: 
for that maintains no such doctrine. It is from 
books of divinity,—from creeds, and platforms 
of faith, that this idea has’ been derived. Its 
origin is neither human nor divine,—it is @ 
monster conceived in sin and brought forth in 
iniquity! Talk no more to me about the im- 
portance of such an article of faith, for God 
never made it ; tell me no more about the iv- 
finity of sin, for the devil himself , the prince 
of darkness, the father of iniquity is not inf- 
nite! 

But, farther :—It is admitted on all hands, 
that man is finite or circumscribed in all his 
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powers and faculties. This being established | the creatures imterminable. wretchedness, yet 
by universal consent, I demand how it is pos- 1 have never known an instance, in which any 
sible for him to commit an infinite act >—Can | advocate of such doctrine ever had courage to 
a finite being perform such a wonderful work | adopt similar measures, or to recommend their 
as this idea would imply? I think net. But | adoption in civil governments, Perhaps there 
says the honest objector, he violates an infi- | are a thousand in the United States, who, pro- 
nite law and thereby commits an infinite of- | fess to believe, that the justice of the Almighty, 
fence! Indeed! But who ever said that the | requires the endless misery of every human 
Jaw ofGod was infinite? We say one God | being, and yet hew carefully bave the good 
is infinite, and God made the law, therefore | people of this enlightened and happy country 
the law is infinite, Admirable logic !—Let us | avoided the introduction of any such principle 
apply the same rule to other cases. God made | into aur code of laws. And even now there 
the ox, God is infinite, therefore the ox is infi-| are men who scruple not to express their deci- 
nite. God made man, God is infinite, there-| ded opinions against capital punishments, But 
fore man is infinite.. Or to alter the subject} it may be asked wherein do our laws differ, in 
and keep the Logic : A man built a house, the | principle, fromthe supposed law of God which 
man was a carpenter, therefore the house is a} requires the endless snflering of the sinner ?— 
carpenter ! No my friends this will never do, | 1 answer: The laws of our country have uni- 
Itno more follows, that, because God is infinite, | formly the good of every subject in view. The 
his Jaw is so, than it does that every thing is | first and great object of every law, and the de- 
infinite because God made all things. sign of the penalty is to benefit the one pun- 

Thus we come to the conclusion, that sin is | ished. The second object is to benefit com- 
finite. And ifso, then it follows, that its effect | munity by making an example of the guilty, so 
must be limited. For there can be no good |as to prevent similar practices. . This is as it 
reason why the effect of any cause should be | should be, and may heaven grant acontinuance 
considered greater than the cause itself. Every | of those blessings that result, to us as a people 
thing in nature supports this proposition. To | most deeply concerned, and to other nations, 
say more will be useless. from the glorious examples set before them 

But says the patient hearer, I thought | in our wbcliniine laws and institutions. 











we were to hear something of the justice of| I admit, that now, when a criminal becomes 
God. Right,—we are now prepared to con-| incorrigible in iniquity, his good is no longer 
sider that sublime subject. taken into the account ; it is thought unadvis- 

In what does the justice of God consist? | able to continue bis existence. But this meas- 
Ans. It consists in an equitable administration | ure is adopted out of necessity, rather than of 





of punishment upon all those, who wilfully vio- choice. If the proper authority could devise 
late his commands. What is an equitable ad- | means so to punish the murderer as to effect a 
ministration of punishment? Ans. It is right reformation in his conduct, he would by no 
and just to punish every sinner as much ashe means be executed. But either from the real 
deserves. Hew much does he deserve? How ' or supposed insufficiency of any punishment to 
shall I answer ? Shall I say, that a finite sin , effect the desired reformation, he is sent oui of 
merits an infinite panishment? Surely not. | this world, with many prayers upon his head 
For, we have already learned that the punish-| for his salvation, into that couhtry, where sits a 
ment must be in proportion to the crime. In| judge, who is able to change his disposition in 
other words ; that the sinner should be punish-: the twinkling of an eye, from the murderer, to 
ed according to his deeds. ‘This being under- an angel of light! 
stood we must.be careful to observe the pro- Although from the impotency of our laws, 
ortion between sin and its punishment, Then we are sometimes driven to the alternative of 
fet me inquire, will there be any proportion or , putting a criminal beyond the reach of human 
similarity, between finite crime, and infinite mercy, yet, this by no means proves the re- 
punishment? Certainly not. Infinity admits verse of what Ihave just stated. For it will 
of no degrees of comparison. Therefore I be admitted onall hands, that, iflaws could be 
come to the conclusion, that the sinner cannot enacted, and penalties affixed,-which, could al- 
merit an infinite punishment. And hence we ways effect a reformation of the criminal, it 
learn that no principles ef justice can ever re- would by no means be best, ever to inflict ca- 
quire the endless damnation of asingle child of pital punishments. But in comparison with 
God. God, our very strength is weakness. Hence 
But again :—There are other things to be the law ef God, if founded upon no better prin 
considered, which go more directly to prove ‘ciple, than that on which our. laws are estab- 
what has already been advanced. J¢ ts not ' lished, will not only have the good of the one 
possible for the justice of God to require any | punished in view, but it will surely effect its 
other punishment than such as shall eventuate | object and the design of the Law-Giver. 
in the good of the one punished. Now, not- | rom this we infer, that all punishment will 
withstanding all that has been said in defence | ultimately have an end. For no one can reas- 
of the notion of endless misery, and notwith- | onably contend, that any benefit can arise to 
standing all the endeavors of clergymen to vin- | the creature; from endless suffering. Neither 
dicate the supposed justice of the Almighty in can the example of such punishment have any 
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good effect upon those who eseape, for no one 
can know the awful condition which by some is 
supposed to be in readiness for the wicked un- 
til it will he eternally to late to profit from the 
example. Hence it appears evident to me, 
that nothing but vindictive indignation itself, 
Nery is as foreign from justice, as the east is 
rom the west) can ever require the endless sac- 
rifice of the sinner’s happiness !. “ Vindictive 
justice” is a contradiction in terms; and al- 
though such words are sometimes used to rep- 
resent’some supposed attributes of Deity, yet I 
pray God, never to so far give me over to the 
buffetings of satan, as to be led to blaspheme 
his name by incorporating those terms into my 
creed !— 

I have trespassed upon the time allotted me 
by your patience, upon the subject of justice ; 
pve I will now hasten to speak of the mercy of 

It has been supposed by many, that, the mer- 
cy of God is opposed in its nature and operation 
to his attribute of justice :—To such unwarran- 
table extremes has this idea led mankind, that 
a system of divinity {so called) has been built 
upon the rotten foundation of an eternal vari- 
ance between these two attributes of Jehovah’s| 
character.—But the perfections of the God I 
profess to worship, are perfeetly harmonious ! 

His mercy, then, may be gaid to consist in 
his readiness to relieve the miserable and to 
forgive the guilty after they have been suitably 
and justly punished. The mercy of God is in- 
finite and eternal. It pervades the universe— 
it shines forth-in every dispensation of provi- 
dence, and is passicalarly exemplified in his 
wonderful works to the children of men. God 
“ keepeth mercy for thousands.” The suiffer- 
ings of Christ, for a guilty world, are supposed 
by some, to have been the procuring or produ- 
cing cause of mercy towards mankind. But 
this, so far from being true, is directly the re- 
verse. For God so loved the world that he 
sent his Son to die for us. Hence we may 
conclude that the advent of Christ is the effect 
of divine mercy, rather than the cause of it: 
It arises from the goodness of his nature, and 
is exercised at his own option, and in accord- 
ance with his eternal, sovereign, and unchanga- 
ble will and pleasure. 

The whole that need be said upon this sub- 
juct may be expressed in few words. The 
mercy of God is infinite and immutable ; it 
has led him to prepare an infinite good for all 
his offspring ; it is invariably the same ; it will 
forever be celebrated in another and better 
world, and though now measurably unheeded 
and neglected will then excite the gratitude 
and enhance the love of the redeemed ;—It 
prevents the true believer from falling into a 
state of condemnation and distress ; it shines 
forth in the forbearance of God; it relieves 
our pains ; it comforts us when tried by afflic- 
tion and pain; it brings pardon home to our 
hearts and consciences ; and when a due sense 


God is entertained and enjoyed by the crea- 
ture, he enjoys by prelibation that heaven, 
which, a concentration and eternal operation 
of every attribute of God, has prepared for the 
objects of his love. 

The mercy of God is universal. It extends 
to every creature to whom he hath given life, 
The brute creation, as well as every other liv- 
ing thing, enjoy it. The watchful eye of a 
merciful God, looks upon all beings that live 
and move upon the earth, This mercy is ev- 
ery where displayed. The feathered tribe— 
the cheerful songsters of the wood, inspired to 
sing his grateful praise by his watchfulness o- 
ver them, in warbling melody proclaim his 
mercy :—The savage beast, who roams in the 
forest, clad in a garment furnished by the God 
of nature and wf love, may even howl his gra- 
titude, or in silent eloquence declare his mer- 
cy :—And so, from the tall arch-angel, down 
to the insect of an hour, all, can speak from 
sweet experience that our God is merciful and 
kind !— 

But a distinguishing characteristic of the 
mercy of God is this :—It isimpartial. Hence 
says the Pious David, his “ mercies,” yea, “his 
tender mercies are over all his works.” 

Although from a consideration of the good- 
ness and justice of Deity, we have drawn con- 
clusions, which amount to demonstrative evi- 
dence of the fact, that his intentions are good 
and that he will therefore save our race from 
sin in his own due time, yet a correct under- 
standing of the attribute of mercy, will strength- 
en and confirm the candid mind in the belief, 
that all will eventually enjoy that eternal de- 
liverence from sin, which we hope to obtain 
as “the gift of God.” As_ long as it is treas- 
ured up in the mind, that God is merciful, and 
that his mercy is impartial, universal and etez- 
pal, so long it will be impossible for us to 
doubt for one moment the final well-being of 
all the intelligent creation of God! For, who 
will presume to declare, that, for the time be- 
ing, the tender mercies of God are not over 
all,—who dare contradict the evidence of his 
senses and give the lie to Jehovah, by saying, 
that he is not now, both merciful and gracious 
to his children universally ? And after we 
have witnessed, for years, the ten thousand lu- 
minous displays of this divine principle, shall 
we tempt heaven and rob God of his glory, by 
making the impious declaration, that a time 
will ever come, when his bowels of compassion 
shall cease to yearn over us—when his justice 
shall no longer plead for us, or when his ten- 
der mercies shall become cruelties ? God fordid ! 

The mercy of the Lord endureth throughout 
all generations it is from everlasting to ever- 
lasting, and will abide with God when Death, 
Sin, Earth, Satan, and Hell shall be no more ! 

_ (To be continued.) 


In the lips of him that hath understanding 
wisdom is found, but the rod is for the back ot 





of this distinguishing perfection of an adorable 


him that is void of understandjng.— Prov. 





GOSPEL ADVOCATE. | 


125 








GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 


BUFFALO, FRIDAY, APRIL 28, 1826, 








“ THE THING As IT 18.”—Job. 








FOR THE GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 
BLUE LAWS. 
It appears that we have among us, 1n this quarter, 
a spirit quite similar to that which actuated our good 
old fathers while engaged in making and carrying 
into effect the blue laws of Connecticut. Norare we 
entirely free from the plagues of Salem witchcraft.— 
These facts are evident from what follows. ‘There is 
a methodist preacher ia this neighborhood, who preach- 
es to us once everyt wo weexs, and feeds us with brim- 
stone and hell fire in large quantities. A short time 
since a universalist sent him a number of the Gospel 
Advocate, and he did sin so much as to read it; but 
he soon cleared his skirts of the guilt of so doing. For 
after looking over its pages be reut it in pieces and 
and wiped his razor with it and then cast it into the 
fire! He refused to let his family read it saying it 
was a wicked thing and blackguarded every thing in 
the shape of religion! We are not very much alarm- 
ed at the above circumstances, for this is not the first 
sacrifice the old man has made to ihe devou 
element. He has before burned one volume whi 
treated on universalism. This pious divine stated a 
short time since, in the pulpit, that ifhe lieved in the 
doctrine of universal salvation, he would kill himself 
-before night, &c. And I have heard him say in pri- 
vate conversation, that if he believed in the salvation 
of all men, be would give Joose to every passion and 
lust of the flesh, at the same time enumerating many 
of those practices and habits that disgrace humanity 
and violate the grace of God. 


Lewiston, (Mountain Ridge,) April 21, 2% ; 


REMARKS. 
The above statement exhibits the deplorable con- 


dition of some of our opponents. Ignorance seems to 
be their darling support, and perversity of beart, their 
most distinguishing characterstic. Truly, the soul 
and spirit of the blue laws yet pervade the hearts of 
such mea as the one abovedescribed. The pious old 
man could not find a beer-barrel to whip, nor a witch 
to hang, and he vented his spleen upon a sheet of 
paper! We would give a trifle for a painting, exhibi- 
ting at oue view, a Quaker, or a Witch, on the gal- 
lows, and a biggoted methodist parson venting his 
holy malice on a number of the Gospel Advocate! — 
Reader; this is an age of light and improvement, but 
-now and then we find instances of deplorable ignorance 
and consummate superstition. We would, however 
congratulate our fellow citizens on the present aspect 
of the times. Fire and faggot no longer terrify us, 
and the vindictive malice of bigotry will destroy it- 
self. 


COMMUNITIES. 

Itia probably known to our readers generally, that 
Mr, Owen, from Lanari, Scotland, has at leugth suc- 
ceeded in establishing a commuvity of common inter 
ests, at New Harmony, Ind. ; and we cannot forbeaT 
expressing our good wishes for his prosperity, and the 
happiness of those who have united for the attainment 
of the very laudable object inview. As the associa. 
tiow of many individuels on the plan pr sposed by the 


philanthropic founder of these communities, way be 
expected to have an effect on tlie moral and religious 
affairs of this country, it may not be amiss to institute 
a few inquiries relative to the probable consequence® 
of such associations. 

Iu order that we may be prepared for the task be 
fore us, it. becomes necessary to ascertain the object 
in view by those who thus unite their interests, and 
the means adopted by them to secure the attainment 
of such object. 

Relative to the object in view, there appears to be 
some diversity of opinion ameng {lose who have pub- 
licly expressed their views and feelings on the sub- 
ject. Some have thought that the object of Mr. 
Owen has been, to secure to himeelf the emoluments 
of the community, of which he may be considered as 
the founder, aod to propogate among the individuals 
comprisiog it, his own. religious sentiments, which 
are considered somewhat heterodox. To the first 
supposition it is replied, that he has embarked his 
fortune, (which appears to be sufficiently ample to 
satisfy the desires of any rational being) in the com- 
mon cause, and docs not claim any pre-eminence in 
consequence of so doirg. This evidence of his dis- 
interestedness is conclusive, for itevinces.a degree of 
sincerity butseldom found among mankind. We 
have no reason, therefore, to suspect, that he is gov- 
erned by any other motive than a desire to promote 
the happiness of his fellow beings, or that he has any 
other object in view, while spending his time and 
money, than the permanent prosperity of each mem- 
ber of the community. The means to be used for the at 
tainment of this object in itselfso very desirable, are 
not inferior, in point of disinterestedness, to the grand 
object of pursuit. They are such as identify the interest 
of each individual with the well being of the whole. 
All are to be on equal terms, and each individual by 
promoting his own happiness will thereby perform, in 
fact, the only duties enjoined on himself, and, by so 
doing, will promote the happiness and prosperity of 
the whole body. If weare correctly informed, the 
whole system of their operations is of sucti a nature 
as to blend each labor with pleasure, and cause each 
member to desire to do that, which it is his duty (o 
do. If, therefore, we are not mistaken, the plan is 
based on the reason and fitness of things; and the 
means, as we!l as the object in view, appear to be such 
as to warrant the belief that success will attendthe ef- 
forts of those who have entered upon the undertaking. 

But, inasmuch as the plan has something of aovel- 
ty in it, we may be permitted to inquire, what will be 
the consequences to the public in general, should the 
object be attained. In reply, it may be observed, 
that so far as the members of the society are concern- 
ed, their individual and collective happiness will be 
secure and permanent ; and the principles on which 
it is established, are of sucha pacific nature, that 

ir operations or principles, cannot have any influ- 

on the public in general, which can in the least, 
prove detrimental to the public good. It has been 
urged, as an objection tothe plan, that their consti- 
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standard, but leaves every member to believe and a- 
dopt a méde of faith or doctrine that shall appear right 
to himself. But, this, so far from being an objection 
to the general system, speaks volumes in its favor, 
jn fact, it recognizes the right which every mao 
should enjoy, viz. liberty of conscience, and virtual- 
ly inculcates that charity, without which articles of 
faith are of little usa By thus leaving the subject of 
creeds and confessions of faith with the individuals 
who love them best, and by carefully preventing their 
introduction into the articles of their social compact, 
they, in reality, adoptthe most prominent doctrines of 
the christian religion, to wit, charity and toleration. 

We are not conversant with the grounds on which 
Mr. Owen or his brethren and associates defend thei, 
views, and are not prepared to anticipate or reply to 
the objections that may be urged against his plan; — 
but judging merely from the outlines of his system, 
and the ebjections that have been brought forward 
against it, by some public papers, we have concluded 
that the probable consequences, generally speaking: 
will be salutary, inasmuch as such associations, on a 
plan which 1s acknowle to be liberal and philan. 
thropic, and directly tending to an extinctinction, par- 
ticularly among the members, of that spirit of religious 
bigotry and intelerance which bas ever been the bane 
of christendom, willdiffuse among those who are not of 
their members, a similar spirit of kindness and chari- 
ty. We, therefore, anticipate the most salutary re- 
sults from such associations ; and whatever may be 
cur loton earth, we devoutly pray that every lauda_ 
ble exertion may be attended witha blessing from 
heaven. 

We understand that a number of respectable in. 
habitants in Portage co. (Ohio,) have united on a sim- 
ilar plan, and expect suon to commence operations. 
With some of the gentlemen engaged in the measure 
weare acqnainted,and their reputation for candor,mor 
ality, and prudence, is such thata reasonable doubt 
cannot be entertained of their ultimate success. Al- 
tho’ we are called to combat the frownsofa misgiving 
public, and seem destined to tug at the oar against 
the tide of popular bigotry and intolerance, for a sea- 
son, yet we will offer up a prayer for their prosperity 
and happiness, both here and hereafter. 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


“MONEY ANSWERETH ALL THINGS,’ 
Eccle. x. 19. 


And what makes it worthy of the highest 
consideration is the increase of its efficacy. In 
the eleventh century, it was discovered by Ur- 
ban II. that money could procure absolution 
from the foulest sins, so as to prevent the soul 
from enduring the pains of purgatory; and 
the pope, who was Christ’s vicegerent on earth, 
had power to grant indulgences for money. In 
the sixteenth century this traffic, as manag: 
by Leo X. was incalculaby lucrative to 
papal see, and would “cover a multitude of 
sins,” as completely as did charity in the time 
of St. Peter. In this, St... Peter’s successors 











made a very useful improvement ; for as they 
and the. clergy generally were entirely destj- 
tute of charity, it was avery great as well as an 
indispensable improvement to find a substitute. 
The rich, by this improvement, could indulge 
in the worst of crimes with impunity, because 
indulgences could be sold cheap, being in such 
extensive demand and scarcely any expense to 
the Pope, who vended them. The following 
is the form of an indulgence : “ May our Lord 
Jesus Christ have mercy upon thee, and ab- 
solve thee by his most holy passion. And I, 
by his authority, that of his blessed apostles, 
Peter and Paul, and of the most holy Pope, 
ted and committed to me in these parts, 
do absolve thee, first, from all ecclesiastical 
censures, in whatever manner they have been 
incurred ; then from all thy sins, transgressions, 
and excesses, how enormous soever they may 
be; even from such as are reserved from the 
cognizance of the holy see, and as far as the 
keys of the holy church extend. I remit to 
you all punishment which you deserve in pur- 
gatory on their acconnt: and I restore you to 
the holy sacraments of the church, to the unity 
of the faithful, and to that innocence and puri- 
ty which you possessed at baptism: So that 
when you die, ihe gates of punishment shall 
be shut, and the gates of the paradise of delight 
shall be opened; and if you shall not die at 
present, this grace shall remain in full force 
when you are at the point of death. In the 
name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy 
Ghost.”*—Buck’s Theological Dictionary. 

The first cost of such an instrument need 
not be even one farthing, and yet was of such 
immense avail. Although of such worth they 
were sold for a trifle ; but as every body wan- 
ted them the profits were extensive, 

The preachers, who were employed to sell 
these securities against the pains of purgatory, 
were fervent in their calls and invitations to 
the people, and certified them that, “ This was 
the unspeakable gift of God, in order to recon- 
cile men to himself. ‘That the cross erected 
by the’preachers of indulgences was equally 
efficacious with the cross of Christ itself.”— 
“Lo,” said they, “the heavens are open: if 
you enter not now, when will you enter? For 
twelve pence you may redeem the soul of your 
father out of purgatory ; and are you so un- 
grateful that you will not recue the soul of your 
parent from torment? If you had but one 
coat, you ought to strip yourself instantly, and 
sell it, in order to purchase such benefit,” &c. 
This kind of language sounds familiarly. It is 
the genuine style of our present Missiunary 
preachers. But money is far better now than 
itwas ia the sixteenth century. Then it could 
only purchase an exemption from purgatory ; 
but now a few cents, thrown into a missiovary 
box, will save a soul from hell, the dreadful 
state of the eternally miserable! What a dis- 
covery this! No wonder our pious young men 
are engaged in obtaining money for missionary 
purposes. With what zeal must they burn; 
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what holy raptures must they feel when pur- 
suading men, women and children to part with 
« few cents for the eternal salvation of immor- 
tal souls! Who can wonder that they upbraid 
us with hard heartedness, when we withhold 
that which alone can render the Saviour of 
the least use to poor sinners ! 

May we not suppose, that now, when the 
money tinkles in the missionary box, the de- 
vil’s gripe is loosened from the souls of the i- 
dolaters in heathen lands.—Univ. Magazine. 


THE WAY TO BE GRACIOUS. 

Believers in the doctrine of a vicarious sac- 
rifice for the sins of mankind, contend that the 
death or sacrifice of Christ was necessary to o- 
pen a way whereby it could be consistent for 
God to be gracious. We know of no senti- 
ment, doctrine, or hypothesis so pleasing and 
favorable to Pharisees, as this doctrine of a 
vicarious sacrifice ; for God is not only the Au- 
thor of all good, but, as manifested in Christ, 
the example for all men to follow. Consquent- 
ly, if it was indispensably necessary that a great 
sacrifice should be made to make it consistent 
for God to be gracious to sinners who had of- 
fended, the pious Pharisee, in love with this 
doctrine, and desiring to imitate the divine ex- 
ample of his Creator, must receive a sacrifice, 
or bonus, to mak2 it consistent for him to be 
gracious (or favorable) to his enemies, or those 
whom he esteems as such, 

What an excellent excuse does this hypothe- 
sis furnish the hypocrite, to evade the most 
important duties of religion: Does the wid- 


being to be gra¢ious? Ifthere exists such a be- 
ing as a Devil, with horns and tail, we acknow!- 
edge that something may be necessary to make 
it consistent for him to be gracious ; as well as 
to placate his children and followers! 

Gospel Herald. 


LORD CHATHAM’S .TESTIMONY IN 
FAVOR OF RELIGION, 
From a Letter addressed to his Son, 

« I come now to the part of theadvice I have 
to offer you, which most nearly concerns your 
welfare, and upon which every good and hov- 
orable purpose of your life will assuredly turn ; 
I mean the keeping up in your heart the true 
sentiments of religion. If you are not right to- 
wards God, you can never be so towards man. 
The noblest sentiment of the human breast is 
here brought to the test. Is gratitude in the | 
number ofa man’s virtue ? Ifitis, the highest 
benefactor demands the warmestreturns of grat- 
itude, love and praise; Ingratum qui dizerit 
omnia dizit. Ifa man wants this virtue, where 
there are infinite obligationsto excite and quick- 
en it, he will be likely to want all others to- 
wards his fellow-creatures, whose utmost gifts 
are poor,compared with those he daily receives 
at the hand of his never-failing Almighty Friend. 
Remember thy Creator in the days of thy youth, 
is big with the deepest wisdom. The fear of 
the Lord is the beginning of wisdom, and an 
upright that is understanding. This is 
eternally true, whether the wits and rakes of 
Cambridge allow it or not. Nay, I must add of 
this religious wisdom, her ways are ways of 


ow, the fatherless, or him that has no helper, | pleasantness and all her paths are peace, what- 


solicit his assistance and protection, he immedi- 
ately raises ramparts and defences around his 
purse, by uttering the prime article of his creed 
—the suppliants are unworthy—he cannot con- 
sistently be gracious ! The first concern is the 
purse. The second, perchance, may be the 
duties of religion, graduated upon a scale of 
excuses ; and qualified by orthodoxy and fi- 
nesse, to enable the good man to preserve, in 
his own estimation, his cash, and his religious 
character. Let the principle be extended.— 
If God, notwithstanding the sacrifice which 
has been made to make it consistent for him to 
be gracious, will endlessly torment a portion of 
his enemies, the Pharisee and hypocrite will 
follow the example, according to their ability, 
and be unmerciful and uaforgiving to their fel- 
lows. We feel justified in saying, that some 
religious miscreants have, with hellish maligni- 
ty, slandered the unfortunate poor, to furnish 
themselves with an excuse for bringing their 
creed to bear, and save their cash ; for the mis- 
erable creatures were unworthy, and they could 
not, consistently, be gracious! If any doctrine 
richly deserves the name of damnable doctrine, 
this is the doctrine above all others, We ask, 
Is not the Deity unchangeably a good Being ? 
What, then, can be necessary to make it con- 
sistent for a good Being to be gracious? How 
can it be otherwise than consistent for a good 





ever your young men may think of the bottle, 
a tainted health, and shattered constitution.— 
Hold fast, therefore, by this sheet anchor of 
happiness, Religion ; you will often want it in 
times of most danger,the storms%tnd tempests of 
life. Cherish true religion as preciously, as 
you will fly, with abhorrence and contempt, su- 
perstition and enthusiasm, The first is the 
perfection and glory of the human nature : the 
two last, the depravation and disgrace of it.— 
Remember the essence of Religion is a heart 
void of offence towards God and Man ; not sub- 
tle speculative opinions, but an active, vital 


principle of faith. 
POETRY. 


1 WILL SING PRAISE, * 














From the Washington N. C. Recorder. 
THE BIBLE OF NATURE, 
BY 8. ELLENWOOD. 


Who’s he that thus his aching sight 
Strains o’er the letter’d page, 

a fix the bounds of wrong and right, 

‘0 gather every ray of light, 

ee by seers and sages bright 

'o each admiring age ? 

Who's he, that, cloth’d in priestly dress, 
And lifted o’er the crowd, 

Expounds the Eternals terms of grace, 
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Declares the doom of al! his race ; .. 

And fills the sacred temple’s space 
With declamation loud? 

Go, bring these grave ‘professors forth ; 
Bid them their books lay by! 


Show them their labored system’s dearth ; 


Teach them their far superior worth 
Of lessons spread abroad in earth, 
And scatter’d through the sky ! 
1 love the altars of the Lord ; 
My soul would ip there ! 
Tae comforts of his written Word 
1 feel that they may deem absurd, 
Aud only they, who ne’er have err’d ; 
And such on earth are—where ? 
But there's another Book ; to me 
Most ample, clear and bright ; 
*J'is always open, always free ; 
Wbhoe’er has eyes, its sense must see 
All read alike, and all agree ; 
It needs not faith, but sight! 
Io Nature’s Bible, not a line 
By maputery is perplext ; 
No theologians genius fine 
Can beautify the grand design ; 
Nocritic mar the page divine, 
Or twist the sacred text. 
Do they, Creation’s werk who view, 
And whilst they view adore, 


Hold different creeds? Does each pursue 


His own fond whims, or false or true ? 
No. Nature’s sectaries are few, 
And never will be more ! 
But what does nature teach *? you cry ; 
What doctrines does she prove ? 
That God’s all-potent ; 1 reply ; 
All-wise ; unseen; and cannot die; 
An omnipresent Deity, . 
Whose character is love. 


His power ! throughout unmeasured space, 


Where operates it not ? 
His wisdom! plain in every place ! 


His presence! felt; though seen no trace 


Material of his ‘awful face ;* 
His goodness passes through ! 
In Nature’s book were truths. no more, 
These would suffice for me ; 
Bot there is still a copious store ; 
Unbounded is creation’s lore ; 
I pause, to wonder and adore, 
Atevery thing I see! 
What skill appears in ev’ry flower, 
Its form, its hues, its smell! 


In eartl:quakes, what tremendous Power ! 


What Bounty in the summer shower ! 
What Presence in devotion’s hour, 
Speak, ye who best can tell ! 
Can he, who lifts his ardent gaze 
Up to the star’s abode, 
Pass heedless on, without amaze ’ 
Can he the sun’s meridian blaze 
Behold, unmoved ; then go his ways, 
And doubt there is a God ? 


The insect’s wing ; th’ unfathom’d main; 


The smallest blade that grows; 
The whirlwind roaring o’er the plain ; 
The humble sparrow’s lowliest strain : 
All; grand, or mean ; or vast, or vain: 
His clear existence shows. 4 


Wor less than nature’s Volu 
Of principles within ; oo 
Whence came the wonderous power or thou 


Was it by chanee, from noth 
And will it sink again to : 
As though it ne’er had been? 


ing brought ? 
t. 


& 
ght? 


And do the wise for this contend 
How can a spirit die? 
Does soul on body so depend, 
That they must both together end ? 
If so, we necd not apprehend 
The miod’s destruction nigh. 
‘Grant me as long will live the soul 
As body shall endure, 
Whilst ages still on ages roll, 
1 shall not yield to death’s control ; 
Matter its forms may change—the whole 
Of being is secure. 
Can thought ignobly droop and fail, 
So like what God must be ; 
Whilst dull, voconscious matter shall 
Survive, in triumph, on the ball, 
And change, and change, nor waste at all, 
Through vaat eternity ? 
Behold, how Winter o’er ihe year 
Wide ruin seams to spread ; 
Unnumber'd plants in dearth appear 
Whose fallen forms thespring shall rear ; 
Nature’s analogies are clear, 
She knows no creature dead ! { 
Would I, to fix my faith, demand 
That friends departed rise ? 
From the freed epirit’s unkown land, 
They come ! belore my face they stand ! 
I see them not nor hear; my 
To feel them vainly tries ! 
1f Reason, Instinct, Nature, fail 
The precious truth to find ; 
No ghost from death’s dominions, pale, 
No martyr’s oath, no angel’s tale, 
No voice from heav’n would e’er avail, 
To prove immortal, mind. 
O Nature ! let thy Book sublime 
To me be opened wide ; 
Thy precepts reach to every clime, 
They grasp eternity and time, 
And hoary age, 3nd youthful prime, 
May in their trath confide. 
Their rise to thee th’ affections owe :, 
By thee tho passions move ; 
Thou bidd’st the tides of feeling flow, 
The heart to warm—the soul to glow ; 
And, taught of thee, the joys we know 
Of sympathy and love. 
All beauty, order, matchless skill, 
All mortal worth is thine ; 
The vast of space thy splendors fill ; 
Bright worlds above obey thy will ; 
And, as they roll demonstrate still, 
Intelligence divine. 
Great Nature’s Bible stands the same, 
Uuchanged from age to age ; 
Immaculate from God it came; 
No Rabbi’s gloss, no Pontiff’s name, 
No crude concert, that man might frame, 
Pollutes the perfect page. 
To him who reads with judging eyes, 
And mgd as 4 should, 
Philosophy brings large supplies ; 
His mind leproves ; his sieaiaes rise; 
He cannot but be good, 
Nor will his march of mind be done 
When this brief life is o'er ; 
The Immortal race not soon is run; 
Not soon perfection’s prize is won ; 
There are in space more worlds than one 
And souls were formed to soar ! 





*Exod xxviii.20. +Psalm xix. 1—4. {St. Luke 
xk. 38. 





